
Editorial  

Editorial  1 

  

EU Policy Developments  2 

PRO EUROPE news  5 

  

ARA news (AT)  10 

DSD news (DE)  11 

CONAI news (IT)  13 

GreenPak news (MT)  15 

REPAK news (IRE)  16 

EKO-KOM news (CZ)  19 

ECOEMBES news (ES) 20 

Eco-Emballages news (FR)  21 

Nedvang (HL)  23 

Ponto Verde news (PT)  24 

Sekopak news (SB)  27 

Slopak news (SI)  28 

The North American   

Corner  
29 

Valorlux (LUX)  30 

I N    T H I S    I S S U E Dear readers, 
  

Welcome to our Autumn 2010 edition of PRO EUROPE Newsletter! We are 
very pleased to have received numerous contributions from our members 
with interesting news. As ever, you will  find enclosed a number of impor-
tant EU developments and some positive news about PRO EUROPE activities.  

We are happy that for the third time, the newsletter features the new section 
courtesy of our friends from StewardEdge: the North -American corner.      

Enjoy reading and do contribute with feedback and stories!   

20 years of the Green Dot 

 

It was precisely 20 years ago that 
retailers and producers got together 
in Bonn to set up òDer Gr¿ne Punkt ð 
D u a l e s  S y s t e m  D e u t s c h l a n d 
Gesellschaft für Abfallvermeidung und 
Sekundªrrohstoffgewinnung mbHó, 
tasked with avoiding waste and 
recovering secondary raw 

materials. (...)  

(continued on page 12) 

Commission study on deposits 

still awaited next year  

It has been announced by the 
Commission that the contract for the 
study to assess the feasibility of a 
European refund system for metal 
beverage cans has to be signed this 
year.(...)  

(continued on page  3)  
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Kind regards,  

 

Joachim Quoden 

Managing Director of PRO EUROPE 

At a glance...  

Packaging is more sustainable 

than products  

 

Among the conclusions of the "Global 
Language for Packaging and 
Sustainability" is that to cut packaging 
causes more harm than gains as it can 
lead to considerable product losses. 
The so called òglobal packaging 
projectó was the first outcome of one 
of the pillars of the consumer goods 
forum.   
(é) (continued on page  2)  

PRO EUROPE Congress brings 
recycling to the next level  
 
 
The debate on recycling and waste 
management took a substantial step to 
a higher level during the Fifth 
International PRO EUROPE Congress, 
òGreen Dot 2010: Green Economy in 
Actionó, which was held in Brussels on 
7 and 8 October and is set to influence 
the near future of recycling policies in 
the European Union.(é) 

(continued on page 5)  
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EU POLICY DEVELOPMENTS 

Back to cover page 

Packaging is more sustainable than products, says consumer 

forum report  

Study on the impact of RFID tags on the recycling process  

In June 2009, the Commission adopted a 
Communication on the "Internet of things ð 
An action plan for Europe" laying down 14 
lines of action to be undertaken to make 
sure that Europe plays a leading role in 
shaping how the Internet of Things (IoT) 
works and reaps the associated benefits in 
terms of economic growth and individual 
well -being. Of particular interest to you, 
the line of action 12 refers to waste 
management: "RFID in recycling lines". 
This Action announced that the 
Commission will have launched a study to 
assess the difficulties of recycling tags and 
the advantages and nuisances that the 
presence of RFID tags can have on the 
recycling of objects.  
 
The deadline for the submission of the 
tender for the study òRFID tags and the 
recycling industryó was June 24th 2010. On 
the 11 th of August PRO EUROPE received 
an update from the EU Commission official 
in charge of the study. The official 
informed that the awarding procedure for 
the study is still on going and that it is too 
early to be informed about how external 
stakeholders can provide input to the 
study since the modalities to involve 
external stakeholders in the conduct of 
the study were left up to the tenderees to 
propose.  

At minima, the terms of reference of the 
tender stipulate that a public consultation 
should be conducted to gather feedback 
from every interested party which will  
constitute a possibility for PRO EUROPE to 
voice its comments and to give its inputs. 
The public consultation should be 
organized from the end of December and 
last no less than 8 weeks. PRO EUROPE 
will keep its member informed about any 
further developments.  

 

 

Among the conclusions of the "Global Lan-
guage for Packaging and Sustainability" is 
that to cut packaging causes more harm 
than gains as it can lead to considerable 
product losses. The so called òglobal pack-
aging projectó was the first outcome of 
one of the pillars of the consumer goods 
forum. Peter White, Director for Global 
Sustainability at Procter & Gamble, told 
the audience of PRO EUROPEõs and EU-
ROPENõs seminar on producer responsi-
bility last week that this project will 
contribute to the setting of common 
metrics  

in order to promote sustainable packag-
ing.  

Dr Peter R. White, Director for Global 

Sustainability, Procter & Gamble  

http://www.sunpack.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/rfid-tags-affect-recycling.bmp
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Commission calls to improve secondary raw materials market  

During the European Federation of Waste 

Management (FEAD) conference, Soledad 

Blanco (European Commission) underlined 

the need to improve markets for secon-

dary raw materials and the EUõs high in-

terest in developing end of waste crite-

ria.   The issue has been raised by Blanco 

on other recent occasions.  

She has for example held that the use of 

secondary raw materials is good for both 

the environment and for business and that 

actions in the field are key in order to en-

hance resource efficiency. Another issue 

raised by Blanco has been the importance 

of achieving consistency between product 

and waste policies, for example through 

ecodesign and recyclability. This with the 

overall aim to better link environmental 

and industrial policy.  

To reach a òResource Efficient Europeó is 

part of the goals of the EU2020 Strategy. 

Among the tools needed to reach such re-

source efficiency that have been outlined 

by Blanco are: 

¶ Remained confidence in recycling 

markets 

¶ Resource efficient alternatives  

¶ Changes in consumer demand and 

behaviour 

¶ Financing for investment in the right 

infrastructure   

Commission study on deposits still awaited next year  

Some member states have held that they 
consider an EU harmonized deposit system to 
be the best way forward, and Danish MEP 
Ole Christensen has posed a parliamentary 
question on whether the Commission is con-
sidering regulation on a harmonized EU de-
posit scheme. Commissioner PotocniK under-
lined in his response that an harmonization 
of deposit systems for beverage packaging is 
not being considered. He held that there are 
both national and local circumstances which 
waste management schemes heavily depend 
on, but that cooperation between member 
states aiming at enhancing interoperability 

of national deposit systems is welcome.  

Back to cover page 

The report, published this summer con-
tains a common framework and measure-
ment system to be used by companies in 
the packaging value chain in order for 
them to make more informed decisions 
about packaging and sustainability.  
The framework (which explains the role of 
packaging, considers the principles of sus-
sustainability as well as the intersection 
between the role of packaging and the 
sustainability principles) and the òversion 
12ó of the measurement system are now 
complete, and the next step will be to 
test the two in real business settings.  

 
In the report, the usefulness of packaging 
and different packaging materials is em-
phasised, holding that there is no such 
thing as a particularly good or bad packag-
ing material.  
 

Testing of different metrics in relation to 

the report has been carried out during the 

last months, and a revised version of the 

metrics is expected by the end of the year.  

It has been announced by the Commission 

that the contract for the study to assess 

the feasibility of a European refund sys-

tem for metal beverage cans has to be 

signed this year. The study was initialled 

based on a dispute between Germany and 

Denmark over cans for alcohol bought in 

one of the countries, transported to the 

other, but not collected in either country. 

The Commission has outlined that it, 

through a study, needs to assess the scale 

of the problem and based on this set out 

possible solutions. 



P A G E  4  P R O  E U R O P E  N E W S L E T T E R 

The European Commission is not planning 
to force Member States to apply a single 
harmonised deposit and return system for 
bottles and cans, but will encourage more 
cooperation between national schemes, 
Environment Commissioner Janez Potocnik 
has said. 
 
In a 17 August response to a written 
question from Danish Socialist MEP Ole 
Christensen, Potocnik said that the 
Commission "acknowledges that deposit 
schemes can achieve high return rates for 
beverage packaging," but went on to say, 
"Experience shows, however, that some 
national systems operating without 
deposits have achieved equally high 
recycling rates for beverage packaging 
like in Belgium or in the Netherlands."  
 
As a result, Potocnik said, "for the 
moment the Commission does not intend 
to impose a harmonised solution for the 
collection and recovery of beverage 
packaging as the design and performance 
of waste management systems are very 
much dependent on the national and local 
circumstances in each country."  

REACH restriction list could be adopted in January  

Back to cover page 

The European Commission has informed 

that the Annex XIV list of substances un-

der the REACH regulation is expected to 

be adopted in January. The Annex is cur-

rently empty, though ECHA has adopted 

its first recommendation on priority for 

inclusion of seven substances into Annex 

XIV on 1 June 2009, Anna Borras from the 

Commission informed during the Euro-

pean Chemicals Agency's 5th Stakeholder 

Day. Six of these seven are included in 

the draft Commission regulation which 

adds the substances to Annex XIV.  

 

On 21 September 2010 a vote in favour 

of the regulation was made by the REACH 

Committee, and it is currently being 

scrutinised by the European Parliament 

and Council. It is expected that it can be 

adopted in January 2011. 

Christensen had asked whether the 
Commission was considering proposing a 
regulation ensuring that there is a 
deposit scheme for bottles and cans 
throughout the EU. He noted that 
"Because of the internal market, there is 
large-scale cross-border trade in bottles 
and cans" yet not all member states have 
such schemes. 
 
Despite refusing to impose a single 
harmonised EU deposit system, Potocnik 
stressed that, "Nevertheless, the 
Commission welcomes and supports 
further cooperation between the Member 
States in order to enhance the 
interoperability of different national 
deposit systems." 
 
Potocnik added that the Commission is to 
launch a feasibility study later this year 
to look into this lack of interoperability 
between the systems. The Commission is 
currently assessing the different bids for 
the contract to carry out the study which 
will last for 12 months.  

No mandatory single EU deposit system, says Potocnik  

The list of substances of very high concern 
for Annex XIV has been criticized by, inter 
alia, environmentalists, arguing that more 
substances ought to be included.  
 
Though ECHA Executive Director Geert 
Dancet has held that it is probable that 
more substances are going to be included 
in the list after 1 December, which is the 
date when ECHA expects to have all the 
data on highly dangerous chemicals classi-
fied as carcinogenic, mutagenic and toxic 
to reproduction.  
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PRO EUROPE Congress brings recycling to the next level 
 
òGreen Dot 2010: Green Economy in Actionó  
- 5th International PRO EUROPE Congress 

The debate on recycling and waste man-
agement took a substantial step to a 
higher level during the Fifth International 
PRO EUROPE Congress, òGreen Dot 2010: 
Green Economy in Actionó, which was 
held in Brussels on 7 and 8 October and is 
set to influence the near future of recy-
cling policies in the European Union.  

 
With around 700 participants from ap-
proximately  40 countries, 34 panel ex-
perts intervening in conferences and 
roundtables, six dedicated workshops, 450 
organisations represented including multi-
national corporations and SMEs - the two -
day summit was a unique occasion to 
bring together representatives from the 
industry, institutions and academia, 
pooling efforts to tackle the major chal-
lenge laying ahead for the industry: 
achieving a global standard of the pro-
ducer responsibility principle, 20 years 
after it was first introduced.  

The PRO EUROPE Congress witnessed the 
participation of high level speakers, in-
cluding Janez Potońnik, European Com-
missioner for the Environment, Joke 
Schauvliege, Chair of the Environmental 
Council under the Belgian EU Presidency, 
Karl Falkenberg, Director General DG En-
vironment, European Commission, Michael 
Braungart, Co-Founder McDonough Braun-
gart Design Chemistry and Jef Colruyt, 
Chairman Colruyt Group. 
 
Sessions and roundtables centered inter 
alia on the producer responsibility princi-
ple, waste and resource management and 
their possible contribution to greening the 
economy. Sustainable growth, environ-
mental responsibility, waste and re-
source management and their relation 
were the overall themes of the Con-
gress.  

 
 
 
After a welcome speech by William Ver-
meir, Managing Director of Fost Plus, 
Hermann Van Rompuy , President of the 
European Council, underlined in a video 
message the importance of resource ef-
ficiency, that this is the key to sustain-
able growth and gave reference to the 
call for a òResource Efficient Europeó in 
the EU2020 Strategy.  
 

Back to cover page 

PRO EUROPE  news 

With unprecedented participation by industry, policymakers and academia, 
the 5th International Congress in Brussels showed that a resource efficient 

Europe is possible.   
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Joke Schauvliege , Chair of the Environ-
ment Council under the Belgian EU Presi-
dency, underlined a number of impor-
tant functions of PRO EUROPE, for exam-
ple that it is a crucial platform for ex-
perience sharing between countries as 
well as for bringing stakeholders to-
gether. Furthermore, the effectiveness 
and environmental importance of the pro-
ducer responsibility principle was brought 
up and, according to Schauvliege, the 
principle should be made part of a 
broader framework.  
 
Henri Meiresonne, Chairman of PRO 
EUROPE, reminded the audience of how 
packaging recycling can contribute to 
ògreening the economyó, and raised 
both challenges and opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first keynote speech òThe next indus-
trial revolutionó was made by Prof. Dr. 
Braungart, Doctor in Chemistry and co -
founder of McDonough Braungart Design 
Chemistry. He spoke about what he re-
ferred to as the òcradle to cradleó ap-
proach in which quality, eco -effectiveness 
and partnerships between clients and sup-
pliers are main themes.  
 
The cradle to cradle approach builds upon 
the view that the protection of resources 
needs to be taken into conscious consid-
eration and that there is actually no such 

thing as waste.   
 

The first Roundtable centered on the 
roles of the EU institutions, national gov-
ernments and business and how their re-
spective roles when it comes to making 
the economy greener. Jacki Davis, Senior 
Advisor at EPC  (European Policy Center) 
was moderator and the participating 
speakers were Karl Falkenberg, Director-
General at DG Environment, Jan Olsson, 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative of Sweden to the European Un-
ion, Luisa Pinheiro, Deputy Director Gen-
eral at the Portuguese Environmental 
Agency and Myriam Cohen-Welgryn, Vice 
President Environment at DANONE.  

Participants agreed that the financial and 
economic crisis has generated a change of 
mindset. They stressed that there should 
be not room for complacency. 

 
c EU 
The financial crisis was at the core of the 
discussions of Workshop 1, moderated by 
½ōȅƴŠƪ YƻȊŜƭΣ /9h ŀǘ 9Yh-KOM. Participat-
ƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ hΩwƛƻǊŘŀƴΣ 5D 
Enterprise and Industry, Mike Jefferson, 
CEO, Verde Recycling Solutions, Jan Slavík, 
Doctor of Economics, University of Eco-
nomics Prague and Victor Zapata, Presi-
dent of Cicloplast. Among the arguments 
raised during the presentations were that 
even though the future of recycling ought 
to be viewed as positive, there is a need 
to make design funding systems and 
waste management operations more 
flexible. 
cies and mindset shift  

Back to cover page 
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During Workshop 2, moderated by Derek 
Stephenson, President StewardEdge, focus 
was placed on producer responsibility 
outside of Europe. Presentations were 
made by April Crow, Global Sustainable 
Packaging Manager at Coca-Cola, Russ 
Martin, President of the Global Steward-
ship Council, Heidi Sanborn, Executive Di-
rector of the California Product Steward-
ship Council and Srecko Bukovec, Project 
Manager at Mercator. There was a gen-
eral agreement in the group that EPR is 
spreading globally and that policies in the 
field are being adopted, but not in a har-
monised manner.  This is problematic 
both from an environmental and economic 
perspective. North America was given as 
an illustrative example of where industry 
has been especially reluctant.  The role of 
government and intelligent legislation 
was underlined. 
 

Before the second session of workshops, 
WŀƴŜȊ tƻǘƻőƴƛƪ, European Commissioner 
for the Environment, graced the Congress 
with his presence despite the red sludge 
crisis in Hungary.  
 
IŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ς 
our eco-tech companies - is the basis for 
greening the economy as a whole. PRO 
EUROPE and its members can take some 
credit for setting up the structures that 
Ǉǳǘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΦέ 
 
The diversity of waste streams was the 
theme of Workshop 3, moderated by 
Adrian Hawkes, Director of Policy at Val-
pak. Vincent Jumeau, General Manager of 

Bruxelles-Propreté, Antony Stephens, Pro-
ject Services Manager at MIELE, Hermann 
Koller, Managing Director at ISWA and 
Diana Oancea, Policy Officer at DG Envi-
ronment concluded that it can be relevant 
to have common collections for busi-
nesses and households. Another conclu-
sion was that a too large number of prod-
uct streams with different requirements 
is not desirable. 
 

Herbert Aichinger, Advisor DG Environ-
ment and co-chair of the European Food 
SCP Round Table, Pascal Gréverath, AVP 
Environmental Sustainability at Nestlé and 
co-chair of the European Food SCP Round 
Table, Marion Sollbach, Manager Sustain-
ability and Environment at the Metro 
Group and co-chair European Retail forum 
for Sustainability and Scott Cassel, Execu-
tive Director, Product Stewardschip Insti-
tute, were the participants of Workshop 4, 
moderated by Joachim Quoden, Managing 
Director at PRO EUROPE.  
 
The workshop addressed the achieve-
ments of two multi stakeholder plat-
forms that were launched in 2009. A 
general usefulness of these types of 
platforms was agreed upon, but that 
there is room for improvement. Another 
conclusion from the workshop was that 
focus to a higher extent should be 
placed on small and medium sized enter-
prises.   
 
During Workshop 5 , moderated by Mi-
chael Heyde, Head of Technical Depart-
ment at DSD, focus was placed on issues 
related to innovative packaging design 
and efficient recycling.  

Back to cover page 
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Tony Taylor, Sustainability and Packaging 
Manager at Unilever UK and Ireland, 
Frédéric Blanchard, Director at Artenius 
PET Packaging Europe,  An Vossen, Leader 
of TWG Bottle Recycling at EPRO and Pe-
ter Ragaert, Technological Advisor at 
Pack4Food were the speakers of this work-
shop. Participants agreed that reducing 
packaging should not be the main objec-
tive as this could generate more waste. 
Bioplastics was considered as a material 
that still has a lot of potential.  
 

 
Workshop 6 was moderated by Johan 
Goossens, Director Business and Marketing 
at Fost Plus. Participating speakers were 
Hannah Hislop, Senior Policy Advisor at 
the Green Alliance, Thomas Lingard, 
Global External Affairs Director at Unile-
ver, Yves Van Landeghem, Strategy Direc-
tor at Saatchi & Saatchi Brussels and 
Theresa Zabell, President of the Ecomar 
Foundation. One of the challenges high-
lighted during the debate was the com-
plexity of assessing environmental im-
pacts and the difficulty to explain to the 
consumers. While there is inflation in 
labels was, the role of retailers in choice 
editing was considered as essential.  
 
In the second keynote speech, Jef Col-
ruyt , Chairman of the Colruyt group, 
elaborated on how sustainable added 
value to business can be created. The 
most important advice that Colruyt 
wanted to give to other companies was 
that it is important to start small and 
being consistent when it comes to imple-
menting commitments. Also, he under-
lined that making a company greener can 

be good for business.  
 
The key theme of the Congressõ second 
Roundtable was the role of producer 
responsibility in greening the economy. 
The panel participants were Eric Brac de 
la Perrière, General Manager at Eco-
Emballages, Christian Schreyer, Head of 
Waste District Associations at Styria-
Austria, Sabine Strnad, Resource Recovery 
Manager at Coca-Cola Hellenic and Paul 
De Bruycker, COO / General Manager 
Benelux at INDAVER. Among the argu-
ments raised were the need for enhanced 
information to consumers on the ògreen 
dotó and that countries ought to become 
better at sharing good practices. The 
panel participants underlined that, in 
order to have well functioning producer 
responsibility systems, clear and well 
enforced legislation is essential.   
 
Joachim Quoden stated in the final 
speech of the Congress that: òThe Fifth 
PRO EUROPE International Congress has 
shown that recycling and waste manage-
ment have now moved to the next level, 
as an effect of 20 years of successful 
implementation of the producer respon-
sibility principle. During these two days, 
we have shared experiences from all of 
Europe and beyond, thanks to our guests 
from North America, Australia, Brazil, 
China and Israel. Our conclusion, which I 
announce with extreme pleasure, is that 
a resource 
efficient 
Europe is 
possibleó.  

Back to cover page 

Joachim Quoden, PRO EUROPE General 

Manager 
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On 6 October 2010 a jointly organized in-
ternational seminar by EUROPEN and PRO 
EUROPE took place in Brussels. The semi-
nar was organized on the occasion of the 
20th anniversary of the application of the 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for 
Packaging in Europe.  In the last two dec-
ades, packaged goods companies, suppli-
ers, public authorities, recyclers, consum-
ers and the waste management industry 
have learned to work together and the 
idea of EPR has spread across the globe, 
namely to North America and Asia. 

A panel of high-level experts including 
representatives from the packaging and 
the EPR world across Europe and North 
America as well as from the EU Institu-
tions, met in Brussels to exchange views 
on the past, present and future of EPR for 
packaging. The list of the speakers in-
cluded: Julian Carroll, EUROPEN Managing 
Director; Joachim Quoden, PRO EUROPE 
Managing Director; Artemis Hatzi-Hull, 
European Commission DG ENVI Policy Offi-
cer;  Robert White, Procter & Gamble, Di-
rector for Global Sustainability; Derek Ste-
phenson, StewardEdge President; Garth T. 
Hickle, Chair of the Product Stewardship 
Task Force of the Association of State and 
Territorial Solid Waste Management offi-
cials; William Vermeir, Fost Plus Managing 
Director; Jurgen Fricke, EPS-Consultants 
CEO; Katrien Verfaille, RECUPEL Communi-
cation Manager; Christopher Scharff, 
Altstoff Recycling Austria; Luis Martins, 
Sociedade Ponto Verde Director; Christof 
Delatter, Coordinator Interafval, Associa-
tion of Flemish Cities and Municipalities; 
Tony Taylor, Unilever UK/Ireland Sustain-
ability & Packaging Technical Manager; 
Ruud Sondag, van Gansewinkel Group CEO 
and Pascal Leglise, Carrefour Belgium 
Quality and Sustainable Development Di-
rector. The debate was moderated by Bill 
Duncan, Advizors.eu. 

{ŜƳƛƴŀǊ άt!/Y!DLbD нлнлΥ /w!5[9 ¢h /w!5[9 a!b!D9a9b¢έ 

6 October 2010, Brussels 

The seminar has been an occasion to high-
light the new successive interdependent 
concepts related to the EPR systems. 
Those being the lean production, resource 
efficiency, sustainable supply chains, life 
cycle thinking, low carbon economy, eco-
design and cradle to cradle.   
 
In order to promote the use of  EPR 
schemes, it will be necessary to redesign 
the procedural knowledge which means 
rethinking the products and processes, 
improving an integrated supply chain per-
spective, considering the life cycle as a 
tool to identify areas for improvement 
and finally moving from the focus on 
άǿŜƛƎƘǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ άƛƳǇŀŎǘέΦ 
 
The Seminar was also an occasion for Ms. 
Artemis Hatzi-Hull, European Commission 
DG ENVI Policy Officer, to give a policy per-
spective on EPR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Hatzi-IǳƭƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ 
the Extended Producer responsibility in 
the EU Waste legislation. In her introduc-
tion, Ms. Hatzi-Hull mentioned the princi-
ple outlined in Article 191 of the TFEU (ex 
art. 174), namely that environmental dam-
age should, as a priority, be rectified at 
source, hence the polluter ends up paying. 
According to this principle the polluter 
should bear all costs, so that external costs 
are internalized.  

Ms. Artemis Hatzi-Hull, European 
Commission DG ENVI Policy Officer  
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ARA will lower its tariffs in 2011  

She stressed the fact that the Packaging 
Directive refers indirectly to the EPR prin-
ciple, in particular through the idea that 
Member States shall take the necessary 
measures to ensure that systems are set 
up for the return, collection, reuse or re-
covery of packaging and packaging waste. 
She followed by mentioning the value 
that EPR can add across the product life-
cycle in term of resources, products, con-
sumption and waste recycling.  

 Ms. Hatziς Hull concluded with a gen-
eral look ahead on EPR. One of the im-
portant elements of waste management 
policies devolved through the changed 
ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ 
waste recycling as well as a possible ex-
tension of the EPR to products other 
than those covered by the current recy-
cling directives.  

 She then outlined the differences be-
tween the polluter pays principle, which 
views the polluter as the one who is di-
rectly causing pollution and the Extended 
Producer Responsibility, in which the pol-
luter is the economic agent who can play a 
decisive role in avoiding pollution e.g. 

through design efforts. 
 
After clarifying this, Ms. Hatziς Hull fo-
cused on the Framework of the EU Waste 
Legislation, indicating the three pillars of 
the European Waste Strategy:  (i) the The-
matic Strategy on the Prevention and Re-
cycling of Waste, (ii) the Thematic Strategy 
on the sustainable use of natural re-
sources, and (iii) the Sustainable Produc-
tion and Consumption 

The principles of the European waste poli-
cies are the subsidiarity, hierarchy of 
waste management options and Ex-
tended Producer Responsibility.  

ARA news 

As of 1 January 2011, ARA will cut its 
license tariffs for 8 out of 15 packaging 
materials; the other tariffs will remain 
unchanged.  
 
On average, the license cost for packag-

ing materials will be 148 Ώ/t next year, 
and thus around 10 % below the 2010 
level. In lowering tariffs for 2011, ARA 
is passing on to our customers the cost 
advantages achieved thanks to the gen-
eral recovery of commodity markets 
observed over the past few months. The 
price cuts also reflect a set of external 
and internal measures taken by ARA 
that generate annual cost savings of 

more than ten million Ώ.  
 
The tariffs for the two plastic fractions 
ICP foils and ICP bottles and containers 
will be reduced the most, down by 26 % 

to 0.120 Ώ/kg, followed by small plas-

tics (ð12 % to 0.670 Ώ/kg). The tariff for 
sales packaging made of paper . 

will be cut by 8 % to 0.120 Ώ/kg, while 
that for transport packaging made of pa-

per will be reduced by 10 % to 0.045 Ώ/kg. 
Another material for which the price cut 
will be in the two -digit percentage range 

is aluminium  at ð10 % to 0.450 Ώ/kg. The 
tariff for compound materials  will go 

down by 6 % to 0.630 Ώ/kg, tand hat for 
biodegradable materials  by 3.4 % to 0.560 

Ώ/kg.  
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DSD news 

  Designing sustainable packages 

News of the adverse effects of packag-
ing are worrying consumers ð toxic 
substances migrate from the card-
board and plastic materials into the 
products, itõs alleged, packages use up 
resources, and thus also trigger emis-
sions of climate -harmful CO2. But 

things do not have to be like that.  

 

Der Grüne Punkt ð Duales System 
Deutschland GmbH (DSD) is now offer-
ing a new service called the 
ò S u s t a i n a b l e  P a c k a g i n g 
Agendaó (abbreviated in German to 
òANVó), which addresses essential sus-
tainability aspects of a particular 
package. For this purpose, DSD has 

secured the involvement of five  

 prestigious institutes, enabling it to 
offer the manufacturers of packaging or 
consumer goods a complete service put 
together from a choice of different 
modules. This ranges from an analysis 
of the packaging concerned in terms of 
its recyclability, or a life -cycle assess-
ment, all the way through to ap-
proaches for a redesign. All the proc-
esses of the ANV are subjected to scien-

tific scrutiny.  

 

òIn case of doubt, the business commu-
nityõs innovative vigor is better at solv-
ing environmental problems than any 
legislationó, is the firm belief of Stefan 

Schreiter, CEO of DSD.  

The separate collection of packaging 
waste helps save 600,000 tons of CO2 
per year in Austria.  
 
This demonstrates to show that to-
gether we really can make a differ-
ence.  
 
In September 2010, ARA organised a 
one-month road show with 16 stops 
across the country to raise awareness 
for the positive environmental effects 
of separating and recycling packaging 
waste. T 

ARA on tour in Austria 

o celebrate and highlight the CO 2 sav-
ings thus achieved, the representa-
tives of all cities and municipalities 
the ARA convoy visited were awarded 

For this purpose, the Green Dot (òDer Gr¿ne Punktó) is 

offering a new service: the Sustainable Packaging Agenda.   



P A G E  1 2  P R O  E U R O P E  N E W S L E T T E R 

òIf we can succeed in designing packages 
that are quantifiably more sustainable 
right from the start, thatõs a persuasive 
argument against regulatory interventions 
from the governmentó, believes DSD Sales 

Director Michael Wiener.  

Back to cover page 

20 years of the Green Dot 

Officially entered in the Commercial Register on 28 September 1990  ð start-

ing a successful model for sustainable resource-economy. 

It was precisely 20 years ago that retailers 
and producers got together in Bonn to set 
up òDer Gr¿ne Punkt ð Duales System 
Deutschland Gesellschaft für Abfallver-
meidung und Sekundärrohstoffgewinnung 
mbHó, tasked with avoiding waste and 

recovering secondary raw materials.  

The German business community thus put 
in place a model for taking back and re-
covering used packages from consumers, 
creating an archetype for the closed -cycle 

economy throughout Europe.  

                                                                                                                      
For financing the dual system, DSD intro-
duced a licensing trademark called òDer 
Gr¿ne Punktó ð the Green Dot. òThis has 
meanwhile evolved beyond its original 
status as a mere financing symbol, and has 
now set global standards for proactive 
conservation and sustainable resource-
economyó, says Stefan Schreiter, DSDõs 
CEO. òRecycling is gaining steadily in per-
ceived importance for supplying the econ-
omy with the raw materials it needs, and 
the Green Dot thus epitomizes proactive 

resource-economy.ó 

Originally launched as a not -profit -making 
organization, DSD is nowadays the market 

leader in a fiercely contested field.  

In honour of our birthday we organized an 
event for our customers and associations. 
It took place at the òZeche Zollvereinó in 

Essen.  

The Zollverein World Heritage Site ð also 
known as òthe worldõs most beautiful coal 
mineó ð today the most famous industrial 
monument and centre of the creative industry 

in the Ruhr area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topics of this event were the history of DSD 
from monopoly to competition, the positive 
effects of recycling to the environment and 
climate and the plans of the German govern-
ment to implement a new system called 
òWertstofftonneó, which is a bin for all recy-

clable waste of private households.  

This approach includes the idea to put not 
only packaging in a special bin (as today). The 
bin should be filled with all kind of waste 
which is not packaging, but also of recyclable 

material (e.g. toothbrushes).  

The event was very successful thanks to its 
incredible location, the interesting speeches 

and the stimulating discussions.  

We are looking forward to the next 20 years 

and the development of the recycling sector.  

Bin for recyclables  

òWhatõs more, a sustainable design means 
that with our service we can improve the ac-
ceptance of a product on the market, and 

significantly upgrade its cost structure.ó  

The aim of the amendment to the 
German Closed-Cycle Economy and 
Waste Act is firstly to translate the 
European Waste Framework Directive 
2008/98/EC into German law, and 
secondly to upgrade the national waste 
management arrangements towards the 
ultimate goal of a closed -cycle economy 
as laid down in the coalition agreement 
of 2009. 

One key point in the amendment, which has 
meanwhile reached the draft bill stage, is the 
improvement of resource -efficiency and more 
extensive deployment of recycling. One major 
innovation is the intention to introduce a bin 
for recyclables, with which what are called 
lightweight packages (plastics, metals, 
composites) and non-packages made of the 
same materials from private households  
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(plastic bowls, childrenõs toys, etc.) are to 
be collected all together in a single bin. 
The idea is that non -packages made of the 
same materials shall thus likewise be 
passed to a properly ordered and top -
quality recycling process.  
 
This waste made of the same materials is 
nowadays ending up, via the residual -
waste bins, in refuse incineration plants, 
which many local councils have built at 
high cost. Because of surplus capacities, 
some refuse incineration plants are al-
ready suffering from capacity utilization 
problems, which will be exacerbated 
when the non-packages made of the same 
materials disappear from the residual -
waste bins, and via bins for recyclables 
are forwarded to a recycling or recovery 
plant. This is why nowadays more and 
more local councils are beginning to place 
bins for recyclables under municipal man-
agement, so as to present a fait accompli . 
They are claiming the contents of the re-
cycling bin for themselves, a sort or remu-
nicipalization through the back door.  
 
If the local councils, in the context of the 
amended version of the German Closed-
Cycle Economy Act, were to be given re-
sponsibility for all waste, including pack-

aging waste  collected in private house-
holds, the Germans would be threatened 
not only with higher refuse collection 
charges, but also with poorer service in 
terms of recyclables collection. It is after 
all no accident that the costs for packag-
ing collection organized by DSD have 
fallen by more than 50 per cent in the last 
20 years, whereas the refuse collection 
charges of the local councils have in some 
cases risen substantially over the same 
period.  
 
From the viewpoint of Der Grüne Punkt ð 
Duales System Deutschland GmbH, the 
introduction of a bin for recyclables offers 
all opportunities needed for optimizing 
recycling and recovery, thanks to joint 
collection of lightweight packaging and 
non-packages made from the same mate-
rials, but only when it is managed on a 
competitive playing field and under pri-
vate-sector responsibility.  
 
 The introduction of the bin for recycla-
bles must on no account be misused for 
improving the capacity utilization of mu-
nicipal refuse incineration facilities.  
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CONAI news 

THE FIRST òNATIONAL RECYCLING AND QUALITY SEPARATE 
WASTE COLLECTION DAYó HELD ON OCTOBER 2ND  

20 CITIES WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF CONAI AND THE 
MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

CONAI and the Ministry of the Environ-
ment issued the òGuidelines for Quality 
Separate Waste Collectionó consisting of 
the 10 golden rules for better separation 
and, as a consequence, better recycling 
of packaging made of steel, aluminum, 
paper, wood, plastic, and glass.  

In order to help citizens in this task, 
CONAI ð the National Packaging Consor-
tium ð and the Ministry of the Environ-
ment distributed these òGuidelines for 
Quality Separate Waste Collectionó on 
October 2nd in 20 city squares in Italy in 
celebration of the first òNational Recy-
cling and Quality Separate Waste Collec-
tion Dayó entitled  òCollection 10 plusó.  

In Italy, the separate collection of pack-
aging waste has both areas for improve-
ment and points of excellence. The good 
practices  bring about important environ-

mental benefits, thanks to a higher quan-
tity of recycled steel, aluminum, paper, 
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wood, plastic, and glass, which also trans-
lates into higher economic compensation 
for the so -called virtuous municipalities 
issued by CONAI based on an ANCI agree-
ment aimed at developing separate pack-
aging waste collection within municipali-
ties.  

 

For a municipality consisting of 100.000 
inhabitants  (with total separate waste 
collection around 45%), an improvement in 
the quality of separate waste collection ð 
classified in terms of certain quality 
ranges that measure homogeneity and the 
presence of non-recyclable, foreign mate-
rials ð actually translates into increased 
economic compensation shifting from 
232.000 Euros annually for material classi-
fied in the third quality bracket to around 
one million Euros annually for materials 
classified in the first quality bracket. In 
this way, the municipality actually quad-
ruples the economic compensation re-
ceived.  
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 òThe National Recycling and Quality 
Separate Waste Collection Dayó was a 
great success and was not only a good op-
portunity to talk about the positive results 
achieved by CONAI, with the help of citi-
zens and Italian municipalities, but also to 
explain how, even with a small, daily 
commitment to properly separating and 
collecting packaging waste, it is possible 
to further improve recyclingó, commented 
Piero Perron, President of CONAI,  re-
garding the National Day.  

 

In addition, Mr. Perron also highlighted 
òthe great environmental, social, and eco-
nomic value of the proper collection and 
recycling of packagingó. 

 

To further demonstrate how much quality 
separate waste collection can impact the 
achievement of notable results, in the 
event of the first òNational Recycling and 
Quality Waste Separation Dayó on October 
2nd, CONAI donated six designer benches 
to the 20 cities involved . These benches 
were specially created using only recycled 
packaging materials.  

 

The benches will be usedfor use by citi-
zens in the parks, city squares, and 
schools of Ancona, Aosta, Arezzo, Bari, 
Bologna, Caserta, LõAquila, La Spezia, 
Matera, Milan, Oristano, Perugia, Reggio 
Calabria, Rome, Siracuse, Termoli, 
Trento, Treviso, Trieste, and Vercelli .  
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GreenPak news 

First 53 Applications for Eco -Tax Exemptions Submitted by 

GreenPak Granted 

Back to cover page 

On September 1st, 2004 the Maltese au-

thorities introduced an òeco-contributionó 

to be levied on many products, with the 

aim of encouraging producers and import-

ers to take responsibility for the environ-

mental impact of waste.  This tax has been 

a topic of much debate within the business 

community and social partners with the 

general consensus that said tax was inef-

fective.   

In fact, many believed that this tax was a 

hindrance to its very purpose as organiza-

tions misguidedly assumed that their envi-

ronmental responsibility ended with the 

payment of the tax. Others were not pre-

pared to pay both  the eco-tax and compli-

ance scheme fees.    

After many years of discussions with gov-

ernment, legislation to grant exemption or 

refunds of eco-tax to those organizations 

forming part of a compliance scheme was 

passed earlier this year. òFor over 5 years, 

GreenPak has been urging the authorities to 

introduce eco -tax exemptions to companies 

that are financing waste recovery systems.  

Originally contemplated in the 2004 Eco -

Contributions Act, such exemptions have 

been slow in coming. However rapid pro-

gress is now being noted and GreenPak is 

currently negotiating with the authorities 

a provisional exemption prior to the Sep-

tember15th; the day 

when the next eco -tax 

return is due.  In this 

way, firms registered 

with the GreenPak waste 

recovery scheme will be 

exempted from paying 

the eco-tax contribution 

and will start benefiting 

immediately,ó said Ing. Mario Schembri, 

GreenPakõs CEO. 

 

òThrough its operations, GreenPak scheme 

has recovered over 10 million kilograms of 

packaging waste, diverting them from 

landfills,ó he said. GreenPak, operators of 

the largest waste recovery scheme in 

Malta, has applied for an eco -tax exemp-

tion on behalf of 53 member companies 

which was accepted by the authorities.  

Seniors...But Young At Heart!  

GreenPak has, since its inception, always 

undertaken many educational initiatives re-

garding good recycling practices aimed at 

children.  Initiatives  have been held in vari-

ous venues such as school sports days and 

outdoor events etc. More often than not 

these initiatives were carried out with the 

assistance of our mascot, Green Gary. 

Since its collaboration with various Local 
Councils, GreenPak has realized another im-
portant demographic found at the opposite 
end of the spectrum! On the 17th August, at 
the invitation of one of Maltaõs (Birűebbuȥa)  

Local Council, Kurt Scerri, GreenPak Waste  

Education Officer visited the Birűebbuȥa 
Day Centre to speak with senior citizens 
about recycling.   
 
The senior citizens took part in the talk 
very enthusiastically and the majority of 
them are already good recycling citizens. 
They were pleased to receive new tips 
and  learn methods to perfect their rou-
tines.  Many have to time to properly 
affect good recycling methods within 
their households. GreenPak intends to 
continue to target this part  of the popu-
lation as it is evident that, from school 
children to senior citizens, everyone can 
learn and adopt better recycling habits.  

http://www.greenpak.com.mt/news/4-latest-news/79-birzebbuga-senior-citizens-take-part-in-educational-talk


P A G E  1 6  P R O  E U R O P E  N E W S L E T T E R 

Back to cover page 

REPAK news 

This year was the 10th Repak Recycling 
Awards Ceremony which was held in Dub-
lins newly opened international Conven-
tion Centre. The Repak Recycling Awards 
is an annual event, and takes place as 
part of Repak Recycling Week. The 
awards acknowledges the  best practice 
and prevention in packaging recycling 
within  companies, schools, local au-
thorities and waste contractors from 
around the country. The awards were 
presented to the winners by the Minister 
for the Environment, Mr John Gormley, 
TD.  
 
Prevention of packaging was the big win-
ner with Kraft Food winning the ôRepak 
Best Prevention Initiative Awardõ for its 
Kenco Coffee Eco Refill packs which uses 
97% less packaging than its glass jars and 
for its communication program.  
 
Tesco Ireland won the Repak Best Prac-
tice Industry award for diverting more 
than 64% of all waste material from land-
fill (or 17,000 tonnes of packaging sent 
for recycling), reducing their own label 
packaging by 15% and for targeting a 50% 
reduction by 2020 in the carbon footprint 
of all its stores.    
 
Irish Distillers Won the Repak best mem-
ber award for using 70% recycled mate-
rial in their Jameson whiskey bottles, as 
well as reducing their north American 
glass bottle by over 30% and for diverting  

more than 95% of all waste material from 
landfill in 2009.  
While Limerick County Council won the 
Repak Recycling had was recognised for 
having over 27,000 users of it Mungret 
recycling facilities which accepted over 
2,600 tonnes of material.   Rehab Glassco 
won the Repak Recovery Operator of the 
year for being Irelandõs largest glass col-
lector and for developing a new process-
ing facility which handles over 60,000 
tonnes of domestic glass in addition to 
over 20,000 tonnes of commercial glass.  
 
 
And special acknowledgement was given 
to the University College Cork and 
Coláiste Dhúlaigh, Coolock as the first 
Green Campus to receive the green cam-
pus flag under the newly established 
Federation of European Education Green 
Campus Program.  
 
This program is an extension of the 
highly recognised and successful FEE 
Green Schools program which has been 
highly successful in Ireland. UCC saved 
over û300,000 in waste management 
costs, diverted over 400 tonnes of waste 
from landfill and improved recycling 
rates from 21% to 60%.  As well as saving 
2,000,000 litres of water, Coláiste 
Dhúlaigh reduced the skips used from 34 
to 1 per year and increased recycling 
from previously not having any  collec-
tions to 136 green bins.  

   Repak Recycling Awards 2010 

The awards were presented 
to the winners by the Minis-
ter for the Environment, Mr 
John Gormley, TD.  

http://www.recyclemore.ie/Repak_Recycling_Week_2010/2010ColouringComp
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   Repak Recycling Week 2010 

In total 12 awards were presented, 
winners were:  
 

¶ Repak Best Packaging Prevention 
Initiative.   Kraft Foods Ireland  

¶ Repak Acknowledgement Award 
2010. University College Cork and 
Coláiste Dhúlaigh, Coolock  

¶ Repak Best Practice Award Indus-
try Member. Tesco Ireland  

¶ Repak Best Member Award.  Irish 
Distillers Group  

¶ Repak Civic Amenity Site / Recy-
cling Centre of the Year.   Limerick 
County Council (Mungret)  

¶ Repak Local Authority of the 
Year.  Dublin City Council  

¶ Repak Recovery Operator of the 
Year 2010 ð Small Company.  Lein-
ster Environmentals  

¶ Repak Recovery Operator of the 
Year 2010 ð Large Company.  Rehab 
Glassco 

¶ Best WEEE and Waste Battery 
Recycling Event of the Year.   Cork 
County Council  

¶ Repak Best Practice Award Independ-
ent Retail.   Garveys Supervalu, Dungar-
van, Co Waterford  

¶ Repak Best Practice Award Hospital-
ity Sector.   Glenlo Abbey Hotel, Galway  

¶ Repak recycling school of the year. 
Midleton C.B.S Primary School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This year the 10th Repak Recycling 
Week  took place from the 4 th to 10 th 
October and our theme was ôRecycle 
more around the workplaceõ. The 
objective of the week was to encour-
age people to take their good recy-
cling habits from the household to 
work with them as our research has 
shown that 47% of people do not re-
cycle regularly in the workplace com-
pared with 3% in their own kitchens 
at home.  We also found that plastic 
drink bottles are the most recycled 
item in the workplace at 58% but this 
is far below the 87% that is reported 
to be recycled from the home. The 
survey also found that 55% of office 
workers are not even recycling their 
take away coffee cups. Learn more 
by visiting recycle at work . 
 
 

 
We ran a number of different initiatives 
and competitions to encourage people to 
get involved.  

http://www.recyclemore.ie/recycle_at_work/
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Free promotion for a Germain Sat Nav system with Irish, 
UK and western maps and Irish Recycling location pre 
loaded 

Now Garmin users will have access 
not only to the location and address 
of the recycling facilities but also 
contact details and materials ac-
cepted. As part of our launch we 
were running a competition for a free 
Garmin Sat Nav on our Repak Recy-
cling Week channel on our Recy-
cleMore.ie website. To enter all peo-
ple had to do is answer how many 
Civic Amenity sites are listed in  
Donegal on Repaks recycling search 
engine. 

Win Free Coffee with Re-
pak and Insomnia 

To encourage people to recycle 
their take away coffee cups we 
teamed up with Insomnia, a Repak 
member and a also leading coffee 
chain in Ireland.  
 
The competition ran for the week of 
Repak Recycling Week and all en-
tries had to do was join Repak on 
Facebook and tell us how they were 
going to recycle more in the work-
place. Each day one winner was se-
lected and received 10 Insomnia 
Coffee vouchers to share with their 
colleagues and one lucky person 
won coffee for a year for them-
selves. 

Repak in conjunction with the Local 
Authorities of Ireland mapped 97% of 
all recycling facilities in the country. 
As part of Repakõs drive to help peo-
ple find their nearest recycling cen-
tre and bottle banks while on the 
move we have joined forces with 
Garmin which sees the locations and 
details of recycling points included as 
ôPoints of Interestsõ on its Irish maps. 
This supplements the Repak online 
map recycling facility search on 
www.recyclemore.ie and means that 
Irish recyclers can easily find the 
nearest venue to dispose of their 
used packaging. 

Repak Announces Membership Fee Freeze for 2011 

Repak, the industry funded used 
packaging recycling scheme, has an-
nounced that due to the tough eco-
nomic environment faced by its 
members that there will no increase 
in the 2011 fee membership.  
 
This is the third year in a row that 
membership fees have been frozen 
despite Repak maintaining all subsi-
dies to recyclers at current levels, 
continuing to achieve 2011 targets 
and an increase in recycling costs and 
targets.  

However the organisation has indi-
cated that rigid control of costs with-
out increases is unsustainable and 
that future fee increases will be nec-
essary. 

Series of downloadable 
posters for the office  

We made available a series of 
downloadable material from our con-
sumer site RecycleMore.ie including 
hints and tips on how to recycle more 
around the office and a print off of a 
customized snakes and ladders game  

http://www.recyclemore.ie/Repak_Recycling_Week_2010/GarminSatNav
http://www.recyclemore.ie/Repak_Recycling_Week_2010/GarminSatNav
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/RepakRecycling
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/RepakRecycling

