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Dear Reader,

PRO EUROPE has been at full speed over the last quarter of
2011, continuing to work on its key priority issues and addressing
ongoing and new challenges faced by our sector.

A major achievement, | am particularly proud of is the \
6European Retail Forumds refe

the best case industry practices. As you will read in the article,
PRO EUROPE and ©6Green Dotd systems are ou
section, highlighting that 6Green Dot d
models that contribute to the successful implementation of producer responsibility by the
companies involvedo. This is a success for
raise our profile vis -a-vis our stakeholders in general, and the European retail sector in
particular. Launched by the European Commission three years ago, the Retail Forum is a
strategic stakeholder platform for PRO EUROPE to strengthen its position as the trusted
knowledge partner of the EU institutions on any issue related to packaging waste and
recycling.

We have also been very active at a number of key events: we were amongst the speakers
at the Biopackaging Summit that took place in Brussels on 15-16 November 2011, and on
this theme, we will organise an internal workshop at the end of February / beginning of
March 2012 during which updated information on the biopackaging markets, current
scientific trends, and recyclability of new materials will be presented. We were also
present at the European Commission workshop on Waste Management Performance and the
use of Economic Instruments, during which | gave a presentation on producer
responsibility, barriers impeding good performance and ideas for improvement. If we do
not present our position, somebody else will speak for us: if you are not at the table,
youdre on the menu!

| would also like to draw your attention to the food waste issue (no link to the upcoming
holiday season), increasingly gaining traction at EU level . We at PRO EUROPE need and
will continue to promote our contribution to reduce food waste.

In the following pages, you will find updates on key EU policy developments as well as
inspiring initiatives from our members. In this issue, you will learn about Sociedade Ponto
Ve r d eRécycling Week to foster greater environmental responsibility and education,
Fost Pl usd new Li fteol tBeynew Ecoehlses websitanand many other
stories.

Enjoy the reading and do contribute to your newsletter with feedback and stories! 2012
promises to be an exciting year. In the meantime, | wish you a happy Holiday Season and a
New Year filled with peace and prosperity.

Kind regards,

Joachim Quoden
Managing Director
PRO EUROPE

Packaging Recovery Organisation Europe

PR® EUR®PE
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EU POLICY DEVELOPMENTS

Draft methodological guides on product and corporate

environmental footprint

The Commi ssi onds DG
together with the Joint Research Centre,
currently working on the development of a
methodology for the assessment of the
environmental footprint of products as
well as of organisations. The purpose is to

devel op a oOharmoni ze
footprinting methodol o

consideration different environmental
performance criteria, including carbon. In

the wor k, carried out

Joint Research Centre, existing
methodological standards such as the
International Reference Life Cycle Data
System are taken into consideration.

The guides, which are rather technical in
nature, aim to provide guidance on how to
conduct a Product/Organisation
Environmental Footprint study. The
Commission has published draft
methodologies (product draft here and

%orr{aorate draft here) These were open
Yubiid gotqs[]ﬁsa'gn until' tRe’ end of
November, and PRO EUROPE submitted a
contribution. In particular, PRO EUROPE
provided input on Annex 3 of the guides
on how to deal with multi -functionality in
Jecyclln% S|Iuat|ons The met?odologies
were SlSd] np e &et% durlng[ a
Keﬂoldéjr workshop |na1al$eeN%vember

The tests are also being tested through a
noingbertoftpiéot stDdies) roveriggiditfemedts
sectors, and the results will be used in the
development of the final technical guides.
The Commission is planning a second
stakeholder consultation on policy options
on the use of the guides to be launched in
mid-December 2011. The final guides are
expected by autumn 2012. The
Commission is also carrying out an impact
assessment on the matter, which is
expected to be finalized by summer 2012.

Progress in the development of end of waste criteria for

waste streams

As highlighted in our Summer edition of
the newsletter, the EU is moving forward
on the development of EU end-of waste
criteria for the different waste streams
under the Waste Framework Directive.
This criteria (technical standards related
to material quality and safety) should be
used to establish when certain waste
recovered materials cease to be waste
and become product s.
Joint Research Centre (JRC) has been
tasked with carrying out the reports with
technical proposals for such criteria for
the different waste streams.

The first end -of-waste regulation, for
iron, steel and aluminum scrap, entered
into force in October this year. The
regulation (available here) outlines the
conditions under which scrap from these
materials ceases to be waste and lists the
criteria that needs to be complied with. It

also outlines that the producer shall
implement a quality management system

to demonstrate compliance with certain
criteria.

Following this forerunner, a vote of the
Technical Adaptation Committee (under
the Regulatory Procedure with Scrutiny)
with a view to agree on the criteria for
paper, copper and glass is likely to take
place in spring 2012.

Regarding. griferia. for the ather waste

streams under eve?opment a first
workshop on plastic took place on 22
November and a second meeting is
foreseen for April 2012. Two workshops
have taken place, in March and October,
in view of developing criteria for

biodegradable waste. A final JRC report is
expected next spring.

The Commission is also investigating
whether to develop criteria for two
additional waste streams: waste derived
fuels and aggregates.



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/pdf/Draft%20Product%20Environmental%20Footprint%20Guide%20for%20invited%20stakeholder%20meeting.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/pdf/Draft%20Organisation%20Environmental%20Footprint%20Guide_for%20Invited%20Stakeholder%20meeting.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:094:0002:0011:EN:PDF
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The Commission hopes that the
development of end of waste criteria will
boost recycling in the EU by enhancing
legal certainty and creating a level playing
field for the recycling industry as well as
enhancing raw materials supply.

Food waste increasingly gaining

Food waste is among the topics that are
increasingly gaining traction at an EU level
and rising focus is being placed on how
different actors, sectors and consumers
can contribute to tackling this.

I n t he C o mRdasnsp o &S
Resource Efficient Europe, which provides
indications on how to achieve resource
efficient growth, a target to reduce edible
food wastage in the EU by 50% by 2020 is
set. The Roadmap mentions contributions
that packaging can make, arguing for
example that improved packaging can
contribute to better food preservation.
The Commission's DG for Health and
Consumers has for some time also
emphasised food waste and packaging
optimisation in the context of improving
sustainability of the food chain.

Speaking at a recent Brussels conference
on Combatting Food Waste in the EU,
Environment Commissioner Potocnik
reiterated the fact that food waste is a
priority area for the Commission,
reminding the audience that the food and
drink value chain produces 17 % of our
direct greenhouse gas emissions and close
to 30 % of material resource use. Potocnik
stressed that in order to reach the 50%
target, efforts need to be taken by actors
throughout the entire food value chain,
stressing that there is a clear role for

businesses (e.g. to improve stock
management and selling methods,
providing written information on
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PRO EUROPE is active on this matter, for
example by taking part in JRC workshops
on different criteria. As regards plastic for
example, Ecoembes is participating on
behalf of PRO EUROPE and COREPLA, part
of the Italian CONAI system, represents
the European Association of Plastics
Recycling and Recovery Organisations
(EPRO).

traction at an EU level

packaging and optimizing pre-packed
portions) and consumers. Speakers at the
event also outlined that packaging is part
of the solution in combating food waste
and that it has an important task both in
the prevention field and in food
protection.

The existing and upcoming EU initiatives
in the field include the need for Member
States to outline their plans on how to
prevent food waste in their National
Waste Prevention Programmes (due by
2013). A guidance document on food
waste prevention which the Commission
intends to present shortly and the
i ni t i aenerutien Avaked , l aunched
in October, focuses on conscious consumer
choices and its contribution to resource
efficiency. The Commission may also
include food waste measures in the
upcoming review of its Sustainable
Consumption and Production Action Plan,
due by the end of 2012 and is currently
considering further measures.

Food waste is also topical in the European
Parliament, where the Committee on
Agriculture adopted a report on food
waste in late November. Among other
things, the report calls on the EU to
oreduce packaging s-o0
friendly products by means of industrial
ecodesigndé and to support
reduce food waste in developing countries

where production methods, processing

and packaging infrastructure are
inadequate.

as to achieve

measur es

EC unveils forthcoming work for 2012 and beyond dwaste in

the spotlight in 2014

On 15 November the Commission
presented its work programme for 2012.
President of the European Commission,
Jose Manuel Barroso, stated that the work
programme is a crucial element of EU
policy as it shows the direction the EU will
take in the near future and what the

priorities for its work are. Referring to

the work programme as
stability and growtho,
an agenda with a strong focus on
economic governance and measures to
boost growth. The programme includes
some environmental initiatives for next

0a blueprin
Barroso pre

year.



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/pdf/com2011_571.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/pdf/com2011_571.pdf
http://www.generationawake.eu/C:/Users/amanda.sundell/Documents/Climate%20Change%20Conference%20Durban.docx
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Among other things, the Commission aims
to bring forward a 7th Environmental
Action Programme (EAP) in 2012.

It also plans a review of the Environmental
Impact Assessment Directive and a review
of the REACH Regulation, to present a

OBl ueprint t o safeguagd
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acquis are going to be investigated. The
Commission outlines that it aims to
Opropose revision of t
waste acquis (Waste Framework Directive
and waste stream directives) to make the
EU mor e resource eff
Commission also outlines that it will

ev '“%reo Pfx iSst Walger

A ndf
resourceso (water strafg ngoE)os afed divefsibr tﬁr&etstftﬁ

EU strategy on endocrine disruptors.

The work programme also outlines other
initiatives that the Commission will
consider before its current mandate runs
out. In 2014, the targets of the waste

other waste streams in order to gradually
move towards zero | and
An assessment of the implementation of

the Environmental Liability Directive

is also foreseen in 2014.

PRO EUROPE news

O0Gr een dot O me

nti oned as one

practices in Retaill Forum issue paper on Packaging

Optimisation

The Retail Forum for Sustainability (RF)
recently published a new issue paper on
Packaging Optimisation. The paper, which
PRO EUROPE strongly contributed to,
acknowledges that innovative packaging
can influence consumer choices and that
packaging optimisation translates into
reduced environmental impacts. An
increased demand of packaged goods is
noted, and that the last decade has
withessed a relative decoupling of
packaging consumption and packaging
waste for final disposal from economic
growth. According to the paper, while
there is still room for improvement, the
general packaging optimisation trend is
positive.

PRO EUROPE also partic
annual event, which took place on 10
November in Brussels. The event brought
together approximately 150 participants
from business, civil society and EU
institutions, who among other things
discussed the retail sector's contribution
to the Resource efficiency agenda and
how it can continue to contribute to the
implementation of the Roadmap to a
Resource Efficient Europe, which the
Commission launched in September 2011.

Foll owing the Commissi
representativeds recet
that the forum will be extended for
another three years, the annual event also
announced the launch of a new phase of

tt]g RE. Speaking mat tge event,

PRO EUROPE and O06Green ot. 0 S e
. EHV|r0nmen C mm|SS|0n|
al so outlined under t e Ee
. . . es pan S|b|[] o nvwonment stresse that
Practices section, hlghl Vg tha
ol |e e tos the o

Dot systems have bec
recognised models that contribute to the
successful implementation of producer
responsibility by the
and noting that 0t he
most widely used trademark in the
worl dé. The role of P
for the exchange of best practices and
know-how between national systems is
also emphasised.

9 mFad byte>e<ample and ton stlmulet{e

retailers to make a  significant
contrlbutlon to, the resource e |C|encgE
w

eaas’. “prd "EUR

Do
act|vely contnbute to tthe acnvmes otf

Rk UROPE as a hub



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/pdf/com2011_571.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/pdf/com2011_571.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/industry/retail/pdf/packaging_%20issue_paper.pdf
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PRO EUROPE speaking at two day Biopackaging Summit in

Brussels

PRO EUROPE was among the speakers at
the Biopackaging Summit that took place
in Brussels on 1516 November. Paying
special attention to the needs of
packaging users and retailers, the summit
took stock of key issues affecting the
biopackaging industry o from packaging
performance to consumer awareness. It

was targeted to a wide range of
stakeholders, including retailers,
producers and waste management

professionals.

During the two day summit, presentations
and discussions were carried out on
themes such as moving from conventional
to biopackaging solutions, life cycle
analysis for biopackaging products and end
of life scenarios. Among the key learnings

compostable packaging in this context. It
was also stressed that the environmental
gains of bio-material to a high extent
depends on the availabilty of the
resource.

Representing PRO EUROPE at the event,
Fost Pl usd Environment al
Gaélle Janssens, who gave a presentation
regarding the ambiguity surrounding the

term biopackaging and its various
definitions. The many end -of-life options

that exist were also pointed out.

Af fairs

Also on the biopackaging theme, PRO
EUROPE is organising a workshop for its
members at the end of February /
beginning of March 2012 during which
updated information on the biopackaging

were that biopackaging is almost always markets, current scientific trends,

defined as packaging from biobased recyclability of the new materials will be

material and that it is much less common presented.

to speak about biodegradable or

PRO EUROPE at i nternati onal confere

|l nstruments and Waste Preventiond
Brussels Environment the national perspective, Managing

On 22 November,
and ACR+, with the support of Fost Plus,
organized the international conference
OEconomic
Preventiono.
the opportunity to consider the current
situation in Europe as regards the use of
economic instruments such as eco-taxes,
deposit schemes and extended producer
responsibility (EPR) systems. The one day
conference was divided into four sessions
which treated, among other things,
different perspectives on waste
prevention. A European perspective was
provided by a DG Environment Official,
who briefed the audience on the EU policy
context and the EU actions aimed at
contributing to waste prevention. He
stressed for instance that economic
instruments are useful in promoting
prevention and that it is essential to have
a combination of instruments. Capturing

Director of Fost Plus, William Vermeir,
gave a presentation on general

I nstr ument Berspegtiyegata Rglgianeyel.
Par ti ci papufing the third tsésston eV tReNirhpadh &f d

EPR type instruments on waste prevention,

PRO EUROPE®&s Managing Di
Quoden, gave a presentation on the theme

Ol mpact of EPR type I
Preventi on of Packaging i n
Quoden reminded the audience about the

benefits of producer responsibility from

environmental, economic and societal

perspectives and gave several examples of

prevention activities by industry, in fields

such as design for recycling, packaging

redesign and the use of recycled material.

rector Jo
nstrument s
Eur

A report carried out by Eunomia for
Brussel s Environment
Comparative Study on [Economic

I nstrument s Promoting

entitl ed

Wast e Preve

was presented at the conference.



http://www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/uploadedFiles/Contenu_du_site/Professionnels/Formations_et_séminaires/Waste_Prevention_Conference/Formulaire_WPC/Waste%20Prevention%20Final%20Report%2008.11.2011%202.pdf?langtype=2060
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Out of the instruments considered, the

strongest evidence of prevention effects

was found for DVR (direct and variable
The study assessed advantages and rate) charging. During a session on EPR,
disadvantages of instruments such as several participants who had been invited
taxes, deposit refund systems and green  to speak indicated a preference for other
procurement and provided measures such as taxes and deposit
recommendations on future application. systems.

(Continue8 from page

Commission workshop on Waste Management Performance
and the use of Economic Instruments with PRO EUROPE

draft report, and to gather further input.
PRO EUROPE had been invited to speak
during the producer responsibility session
for packaging, and Managing Director,
Joachim Quoden, gave a presentation on
producer responsibility in terms of
achievements, barriers impeding good
performance and ideas for improvement.
Belgium was identified by the institute and

t he Commi ssi on as a 0
example in the packaging field and
therefore Fost Plus as well as the Belgium

throw schemes and producer responsibility Interregl:‘)nal hPackagl](mr? I(;ommlsksu;n, wgre
systems. The Commission hopes that best among the other stakeholders asked to give

practices and exampl %essentggqns.. A@%n%t@ecpgngsssgeﬁsled !n
instrumentsé can be F‘?ddésﬁurc’slo'?iv&eﬁe tp\?}*\ieglqpor'c
should encourage the less well performing INStUMEN(S ate ™ successiul = 100is - that
Member States to use such instruments. Member States should be encouraged to

use. The final report by IEEP is expected to
In their work, the IEEP is consulting main be published at the beginning of 2012. The
stakeholders  active in the waste  Commission is already planning follow up
management field. On 25 October, a  activities including a more detailed study

stakeholder event was organized to  on extended producer responsibility.
discuss interim results, as outlined in a

The European Commission is currently,
through the a commissioned actor the
IEEP (Institute for European Environmental
Policy), is carrying out a study on Waste
Management Performance and the use of
Economic Instruments, with the overall
aim to look into whether a link between
the two can be demonstrated and identify
the instruments that have positively
impacted waste management. In their
work, the institute mainly focuses on fees
(landfill and incineration), pay as you

Fruitful PRO EUROPE technical workshop in Vienna

Hosted by ARA in Vienna, a fourth PRO This fruitful workshop resulted in several

EUROPE Technical Workshop was recently | ear ni ngds, for exampl e
organised. This was a truly international separation devices are now able to detect
workshop with 40 participants from 25 close to all types of plastic and can create

countries, and the speakers were a a fraction with a sorting purity of over

mixture of PRO EUROPE members and 95%. Also, that in order to create a

external representatives. The discussions market characterized by good prices, a
encompassed a wide range of themes, constant supply of a fraction with high

including the latest developments of purity is needed.

plastics packaging sorting, marketing of
plastic and a comparison between deposit
and curbside collection systems from an
environmental point of view.



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/strategy/Background%20Report%20Waste%20EIs%20251011%20-%20final.pdf
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Save the date!

PRO EUROPE Seminar
Waste Prevention in Practice
Date: Thu. 1 March 2012
Location: Brussels

Open to public

Fee: 200 EUR

One day seminar to address a range of issues
related to waste prevention. The sessions

will provide participants with insights on
PRO EUROPE member preventionnitiatives
as well as company perspectives on waste
prevention.

PRO EUROPE Biopackaging Seminar
Date: Fri. 2 March 2012

Location: Brussels

For PRO EUROPE members only

Half-day seminar to provide PRO EUROPE
members with an update on the market situ-
ation of biopackaging, including a session on
the point of view of users and recovery
schemes.

Sociedade Ponto Verde hands
recycling of packaging

Ricardo Lopes, Marcio Santos and Hélio
Andrade were the first, second and third
place prize winners in the photography
competition
packaging recyclingéd
Sociedade Ponto Verde to celebrate its
15th anniversary.

From more than 220 entries seeking to
portray contestants' view of packaging
waste, these three candidates' photos
stood out for their creativity, innovation
and simplicity and because they suggested
a change in behaviour.

Given the quality of the entries, the
judging panel decided to award
honourable mentions to Alberto Vale and
Laura Van Hoeyland.

- b

Ponto Verde news

oLens 20

sociedade

ponto

out prizes for best photos on

The best 14 photos on the recycling of
glass, plastic and metal packaging will be
rhd.isplayaat FNAg c;nkAIfra%iqe from 16
November to 5.January. Ne>6[ ear, they
) 8 r g(%n i's e )
will be exhibited at FNAC Maf Shopping
from 28 January to 28 March.

"The competition was a way of further
involving the public in recycling, as it
enabled them to give their points of view
on such an important area contributing to
the country's sustainability. Visitors to the
exhibition will be surprised at the
creativity of the works. Just like in real
life, packaging waste has gained new life
in these pictures," said Luis Veiga Martins,
Managing Director of Sociedade Ponto
Verde, the company responsible for
organising and managing the take-back
and recovery of packaging waste in
Portugal.

The 200 or so entries were judged by a
panel consisting of Sociedade Ponto
Verde, Augusto Brazio (Kameraphoto) and
Instituto Portugués de Fotografia. The
winners received gift vouchers from FNAC,
SPV's partner in this project.
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Sociedade Ponto Verde celebrates 15th anniversary

with children at KidZania

During the celebrations of its 15th anni-
versary, SPV is organising Recycling Week
at its Recycling Centre at the KidZania
park. The idea is to foster greater envi-
ronmental responsibility and education.

Lisbon, 15 November 2011: On 19 Novem-
ber Sociedade Ponto Verde (SPV) is cele-
brating 15 years in the service of the envi-
ronment and recycling of packaging
waste. The KidZania theme park will be
holding Recycling Week from 16 to 20 No-
vember to mark the day. It will involve
activities designed to raise children's
awareness of the importance of separating
waste.

"Over the years, children have helped pass
on SPV's message. This initiative is a way
of rewarding the kids who have been the
driving force in changing adults' aware-
ness," said Luis Veiga Martins, Managing
Director of Sociedade Ponto Verde.

Children can take part in a packaging hunt
that will take them to a given place in this

KidZania recycling week

child-size city. They will have to look for

waste left on the ground and take it to

the drop-off container at the Recycling

Centre. Each child finding a piece of
waste will get a voucher from Sociedade
Ponto Verde giving them a discount on
branded items in the KidZos shop. These
items are new in the store and include an

ecobag, a jigsaw on recycling and the
Reciclomania collection, a set of children's

books on recycling.

On its Recycling Is Giving and Taking Face-
book page, SPV and KidZania also organ-
ised a game offering children's admissions

during Recycling Week.

Sociedade Ponto Verde is inviting children
and adults to visit its Recycling Centre at
KidZania at the Dolce Vita Tejo shopping
centre. This establishment was opened in
October 2011 and made Portugal the first
country with a KidZania to have an area
devoted to recycling.
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Sociedade Ponto Verde invites families to build creations

with recycling materials

Sociedade Ponto Verde, in partnership
with the Berardo Museum is organising
weekend recycling workshops and inviting
children, young people and adults to help
build a creation with recycling materials.

The idea is to associate the issue of
recycling with the works of Brazilian artist
Vik Muniz currently on show at the
gallery. Muniz is one of the most
successful artists today and is famous for
his images made with materials that are
apparently useless. The workshop
participants will be given an image to fill
in with materials like wood chippings,
paper and plastic granules.

"The idea of organising this initiative is to

demonstrate that the packaging that we

put in the recycling drop -off containers
has some value. The materials used to
create the piece come from the packaging
recycling process. These are
become new objects and packaging, but
can also be used to create beautiful
pieces of art," said Luis Veiga Martins,

N
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Managing Director of Sociedade Ponto
Verde, the company responsible for
organising and managing the take-back
and recovery of packaging waste.

The free workshops take place from 3 to 6
p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays and
combine recycling with the use of
materials for art, in order to raise people's
awareness of the value of materials that
are considered no use to us anymore.

Muniz has proved this with the work
currently on display at the Berardo
Collection Museum until 31 December.
The exhibition is sponsored by Sociedade
Ponto Verde.

Vik Muniz surprised the world with a series
of pictures made from rubbish collected
by "waste pickers" at Jardim Gramacho,
one of the largest landfills in the world,
on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro. They
t weee showneis thet doeutnentary Waste
Land, nominated for the Oscar® for Best
Documentary Feature in 2011.

i Eko-Ozra news

Workshop on Waste Management in Croatia: Industry Aims

for a Different System

The workshop which featured Joachim
Quoden as the key note speaker set the
tone to discuss the future of packaging
and waste collection models and proposed
improvements

On 18 November 2011, the Croatian
Chamber of Economy and EkeOzra, Green
Dot licensee in Croatia, organized a
workshop on the topic of waste

management in Croatia with the support
of Pro-Europe. 76 participants; mostly
recycling

companies, collectors, and

representatives of big companies on one
side, and representatives of relevant
institutional bodies on the other, used the
opportunity to discuss the future of
packaging and waste collection models
and proposed improvements to the
existing systems.

The key speaker at the workshop was Mr.
Joachim Quoden, Managing Director of Pro
Europe, followed by representatives of

the Environmental Protection and Energy



